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Awards by the National Association of Coun-
ties on April 21, 2004. Broward County’s 
Water Matters Program and Library Friends 
Tutoring Program were both recognized by the 
National Association of Counties for their out-
standing performance and service to the com-
munity. 

The Water Matters Program of Broward 
County was designed to educate residents in 
the Everglades area on the importance of 
water conservation and environmental respon-
sibility. Broward County educates their citizens 
on environmental awareness in several dif-
ferent ways, including public service an-
nouncements and the development of an infor-
mational web page. The county also imple-
mented Water Matters Day to further support 
the program, including hands-on activities for 
those who attend. The program is supported 
by a large number of volunteers, allowing it to 
exist on a very small budget. 

The North Regional/BCC Library Friends 
Tutoring Program was designed to create 
intergenerational relationships through edu-
cation. Volunteer tutors who participate in the 
program vary in age from high school students 
to senior citizens. The diligent work of this pro-
gram has impacted over 400 children since 
1995 and also operates on a minimal budget. 

Mr. Speaker, we owe a debt of gratitude to 
those citizens of Broward County who seek to 
improve the environment as well as educate 
the youth of our nation through volunteer tutor-
ing services. Broward County best exemplifies 
a county government that has achieved its full 
potential, setting an example for other county 
governments around the nation. 
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IN SUPPORT OF THE NATIONAL 
VISION STRATEGY 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 5, 2004 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, as a Co- 
Chair of the Congressional Vision Caucus, I 
would like to recognize May as Healthy Vision 
Month, and to discuss the important rec-
ommendations of the Vision Problems Action 
Plan, A National Public Health Strategy as a 
way to prevent blindness and vision loss. 

Good vision is critical to conducting activi-
ties of daily living, is a portal for language, and 
affects developmental learning, commu-
nicating, working, and quality of life. 

Unfortunately, a large number of people are 
at risk for losing their vision. More than 80 mil-
lion Americans have a potentially blinding eye 
disease, 3 million have low vision, 1.1 million 
are legally blind, and an additional 200,000 
are more severely visually impaired. Despite 
the fact that half of all blindness can be pre-
vented, far too many people do not access the 
care they need. If we do not take action, the 
number of blind and visually impaired individ-
uals will double by 2030. 

Awareness, early diagnosis and prevention 
are crucial for all. Healthy Vision Month, a 
component of Healthy People 2010, is a na-
tional eye health campaign to raise awareness 
about the various conditions that can affect 
eyesight and cause vision loss. 

This week, a coalition of leading eye health 
experts, including Prevent Blindness America, 

the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, Lighthouse International, and the Amer-
ican Academy of Ophthalmology, released the 
Vision Problems Action Plan, A National Pub-
lic Health Strategy. This important document 
will provide our nation with a framework for 
preventing vision loss. 

This groundbreaking study recommends 
that, in order to reduce the occurrence of vi-
sion loss and its accompanying disabilities, 
our nation must concentrate our efforts three 
priority areas: prevention/public health, access 
to care and treatment including rehabilitation, 
and research. 

Our public health and prevention campaign 
must ensure that vision programs at the Na-
tional Eye Institute (NEI) and Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC) have the 
resources they need to improve communica-
tion and education campaigns, increase sur-
veillance, epidemiology and prevention re-
search; and implement appropriate programs, 
policies and systems changes. 

In order to ensure access to and availability 
of treatment and rehabilitation services for in-
dividuals with vision loss, we must support 
programs at the Centers for Medicaid and 
Medicare Services (CMS) and the Department 
of Health and Human Services (HHS) that re-
move barriers and improve access to eye 
exams currently covered under Medicare, 
such as diabetic eye exams and glaucoma de-
tection for high risk populations. 

We must also strengthen the Medicare pro-
gram to advance coverage for Medicare vision 
rehabilitation services as provided by orienta-
tion and mobility specialists, rehabilitation 
teachers and low-vision therapists including in 
patients homes and their environment. 

Finally, we must bolster our research efforts 
to improve our understanding of the eye and 
visual system in health and disease, as well 
as developing the most appropriate and effec-
tive means of prevention, and access to treat-
ment and rehabilitation. 

This report provides the roadmap we need 
to raise awareness about vision loss, give indi-
viduals the tools they need to prevent it, and 
give hope to the millions already suffering 
from vision loss that better treatments for can 
be found. 

We would like to thank all of the organiza-
tions involved in drafting this report, including 
the American Academy of Ophthalmology, the 
American Optometric Association, the Centers 
For Disease Control and Prevention, Light-
house International, the National Alliance For 
Eye and Vision Research, the National Eye In-
stitute (NEI) and most importantly, Prevent 
Blindness America. Prevent Blindness Amer-
ica should be commended for spearheading 
this effort, for bringing together these various 
groups, and for its almost century-long tradi-
tion of preventing vision loss. 
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HONORING EL GRUPO FOLKLORICO 
ATOTONILCO 

HON. KAREN McCARTHY 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 5, 2004 

Ms. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I proudly rise 
to announce a celebration to honor El Grupo 

Folklorico Atotonilco, a nationally renowned 
traditional Mexican folk dance troupe. 

On May 6, 2004, they will be celebrating 25 
years of performing outstanding traditional 
Mexican folk dances for audiences in the 
greater Kansas City area. The event at the 
Folly Theater in Kansas City is part of a week 
of celebrations commemorating the 142nd an-
niversary of Cinco de Mayo. May 5, 1862, is 
the date of the famous triumph of Mexican 
General Ignacio Zaragoza Seguin’s small, 
poorly armed band of 4,500 men over a well 
equipped French army of 6,500 soldiers, 
which occurred against all odds. Mexican cul-
ture and heritage is traditionally celebrated in 
commemoration of this historic victory for inde-
pendence. 

El Grupo Folklorico Atotonilco was founded 
in 1979, when Maria Chaurand was asked to 
round up some neighborhood children and 
teach them a dance to entertain festival goers. 
It was an opportunity for Chaurand to share 
her love of dance and Mexican culture. Since 
then, the dance troupe has had over 700 chil-
dren learn this art, and the dance company 
currently boasts 85 members, ranging in age 
from 5 to 40 years old. El Grupo Folklorico 
Atotonilco is also the most highly requested 
dance group on the state of Missouri folk arts 
roster. 

Dance in Mexico is considered one of the 
most basic artistic expressions of the culture 
and spirit of its people. Each region has its 
own unique style and each dance is per-
formed in its distinctive costumes native to 
that region. An extensive repertoire, presented 
in lavish costumes worn by energetic dancers, 
makes El Grupo Folklorico Atotonilco’s pro-
gram an exciting and educational experience. 
The swing of every folkloric skirt and the bow 
of every sombrero represent the rich cultural 
heritage and unique characteristics of Mexi-
co’s 32 states. 

Over their last 25 years, El Grupo Folklorico 
Atotonilco dancers have showcased their tal-
ents in theaters and performance halls in: Mis-
souri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Nebraska, Iowa, 
New Mexico, Texas, Illinois, California, Spain 
and Mexico. The dance troupe has received 
numerous awards and recognition for their 
performances and has garnered a reputation 
as one of the best Mexican folk dance compa-
nies in the country. In 1997, El Grupo 
Folklorico Atotonilco received the honor as the 
‘‘Premiere Mexican Folk Dance Company in 
U.S.’’ They are the sole recipient of that honor 
to this day. 

Maria Chaurand has come a long way from 
her first Cinco de Mayo fiesta 25 years ago, 
when she coached 16 children in the art of 
sharing Mexican culture through regional 
dance and costume. Thousands of people 
throughout Kansas City and around the coun-
try have been thrilled to hear the exuberant 
beat and see colorful performances that have 
graced stages in many communities. Mr. 
Speaker, please join me in honoring Maria 
Chaurand and the dancers of El Grupo 
Folklorico Atotonilco for carrying on the folk-
loric traditions of old Mexico through the pag-
eantry of music, costume and dance for the 
past 25 years. Viva El Grupo Folklorico 
Atotonilco! 
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